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4.5 Water abstraction: An increase in population will lead to an increase in water demand. Greater 
Peterborough is supplied by Rutland Water. The Peterborough Core Strategy HRA suggests 
that Rutland Water will have sufficient capacity to supply the envisaged growth in the Greater 
Peterborough area. The abstraction of water to supply the Greater Peterborough area is not 
planned in areas where the water table underlies European sites, therefore this impact 
category is not considered to be a significant factor for the HRA of the Peterborough City 
Centre AAP. 

 

4.6 Recreation pressure. An increase in population is expected to increase the numbers of people 
visiting the countryside, including, potentially, the European sites. Visitors can trample 
vegetation, cause erosion and disturb nesting birds. Dogs taken on to sites can disturb 
breeding and wintering birds and cause eutrophication through the deposition of faeces.  The 
sites that are closest to the city centre may be expected to attract larger numbers of visitors 
from the city centre than sites further away. 

 

4.7 In conclusion, recreational pressure is likely to be the most significant impact to result from the 
Peterborough City Centre AAP. There is the possibility of water pollution, although adherence 
to the requirements of current legislation and good practice should prevent this. There is also 
the possibility of changes in soil and water resulting from air pollution caused by increases in 
traffic volumes. Further studies are required to reduce uncertainty on this issue, although in 
other similar situations (e.g. Thames Basin Heaths) air pollution has not been considered a 
major future threat to the integrity of European sites, providing sites are not adjacent to arterial 
roads. 
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5 In-combination effects 

5.1 The Habitats Directive requires that any HRA of the Peterborough City Centre AAP takes 
account not only of the AAP itself but also its effect in combination with other plans or projects. 
Relevant plans and projects identified in the Peterborough Core Strategy HRA include:  

 
▫ East Midlands Plan 
▫ Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Development Plan 
▫ Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD) for Peterborough, Preferred 
Options 
 

East Midlands Plan: The HRA of the East Midlands Plan concluded that adverse effects are 
possible as a consequence of the plan at sites in the Peterborough area namely, Barnack Hills 
and Holes SAC and the Nene Washes SPA & Ramsar Site. This could include disturbance 
effects from recreational visitors from new housing in East Northamptonshire (including Corby, 
66,075 dwellings) and Rutland districts (4,250 dwellings). It is therefore possible that adverse 
effects on these sites associated with the Peterborough City Centre AAP could be 
compounded by other effects caused by projects in the East Midlands region.  

 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Development Plan: There is the 
possibility of new mineral extraction sites being established at Kings Delph, Must Farm & Crick 
Farm and Whittlesey and Pode Hole, Thorney. These sites are very close to Peterborough and 
development has the potential to affect the Nene Washes, leading to in-combination effects 
associated with the Peterborough City Centre Area Action Plan. Waste recycling and recovery 
facilities are proposed in the vicinity of Orton Pit (SAC). Two possible sites have been identified 
at Hampton and London Road. These projects have the potential to cause noise disturbance, 
dust, other air pollution and water pollution to Orton Pit (although the appropriate assessment 
for these projects indicates that it should be possible to mitigate for all effects).  

 
Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD) for Peterborough, Preferred Options: In 
order to meet the East of England Plan minimum targets for Peterborough growth, the 
Peterborough Core Strategy Development Plan (DPD) presented three options for growth. The 
preferred option is for 27,600 dwellings and 24,600 new jobs by 2021 (targets which exceed 
those anticipated by the East of England Plan). These developments, all in close proximity, will 
act in-combination to increase recreational pressure of the local European sites. There may 
also be localised effects on one or more of the European sites where specific developments 
are planned close by. Details of developments anticipated by the Core Strategy have yet to be 
finalised.  
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6 Conclusions  

6.1 Table 2 summarises the findings of this Screening and Scoping Report. It is based on our 
review of potential effects arsing from the Peterborough City Centre AAP and consideration of 
European sites within a 15km radius.   

 

Table 2: Summary of likely effects and affected sites associated with Peterborough City Centre AAP  

 

European Sites 

Potential Effects 
Barnack Hills and 
Holes SAC 

Nene Washes 

SAC, SPA & 
RAMSAR 

Orton Pit 
SAC 

Disturbance to nesting birds ● ● ● 

Erosion/ trampling ●  ● 

Recreational 
pressures 

Eutrophication (nutrient 
enrichment from dog faeces) ●  ● 

Air quality Air pollution associated with 
an increase in motor vehicle 
traffic has the potential to 
enrich low fertility soils and 
pollute waterbodies.  

●  ●  

Water quality Urban run-off and sewerage 
overflows have the potential 
to pollute the Rive Nene and 
its floodplain 

 ●  

 
6.2 The Peterborough City Centre AAP has the potential to have a significant impact on the 

integrity of European sites (namely Barnack Hills and Holes SAC, the Nene Washes SAC, SPA 
and Ramsar and Orton Pit SAC) which are in the vicinity. The most likely cause of impact is 
recreational pressure, which is almost certain to increase. Although it is unlikely to be a serious 
threat, there is also uncertainty over the impact of air pollution caused by increases in motor 
vehicle traffic. It is possible that air pollution could affect high diversity vegetation on low fertility 
soils (e.g. Barnack Hills & Holes SAC) or could affect the vegetation in very clean water bodies 
(e.g. like those at Orton Pit SAC). Further studies are required. There is also a risk of 
deterioration of water quality in the River Nene if infrastructure improvements are not made 
(however it is assumed that all necessary works will be undertaken). 

 

6.3 Given the risks identified it is recommended that a further HRA is undertaken to include more 
detailed assessment of the scale and magnitude of these potential effects. This assessment, 
the scope of which should cover the issues identified in table 2 above, should accompany the 
Council’s ‘Preferred Option’ for the city centre Area Action Plan. 
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6.4 Mitigation for these impacts should also be devised at the next stage. This may include the 
provision of suitable alternative natural green spaces (SANGs) for people to visit and the 
development of visitor management plans for the affected sites. Funding for the creation of 
alternative sites and the management of European sites may to be required as apart of a 
package of mitigation measures associated with any city centre development projects. It is 
recommended that mitigation is coordinated at the district level to take account of in-
combination effects associated with other projects anticipated by the Core Strategy and 
Minerals and Waste Plan. 

It is recommended that this Screening and Scoping Report is submitted to Natural England for 
their consideration, followed by consultation between Peterborough City Council and Natural 
England to agree the scope of further Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) for the three 
affected sites, in support of the Council’s Preferred Option for the City Centre Area Action Plan. 
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